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OFFICIALS SAY G.1 A 
DID NOT TELL F.B.I. 
OF SPY CASE MOVES 

, The following-ititiele is txised on re- 
parting by Stephen Engeiberg and Joei 
Brinkley and was written by Mr. Brink- 
ley, 

Spaetal to Tbt New York TlmM 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 10 — The Cen- 
Cral^t^ligODce Agency fail^ to notify 
the Fedesel Bureau of Investigation 
after it leaned more than a year ago 
that Edward L. Howard was considef^ 
ing becoming a Soviet spy, Govern- 
officials said today. - 

According to court records, Mr. How- 
.ard told two agency employees in Sep- 
tember 19B4 that he was thinking of dis- 
closing classified information to the 
Soviet Union. ^ 

Soviet Defector Was the Key 
' The bureau has sole responsibility 
for domestic espionage investigations 
and, under Federal law, the intelli- 
gence agency and all other Govern- 
ment agendas are sui^)osed to report 
suspected esploiage to the F.B.I. It is 
illi^al fer the C.I.A. or any other Fed- 
eral agency to carry out surveillance or 
other actiems within the United States 1 1 
to stop potential spies. '! 


In the last few weeks the C.I.A. 
transferred the (^ef of its office of so* 
curity, William Kotopish, to a new job 
ata level of equivaloit seniority, but an 
official said the move had been planned 
Vfor some time*' and was not related to 
die Howard case. 

Mr. Howard worked for the agency 
from 1981 to 1983. He was told of classic 
fled American intelligence oper a t i ons 
in Moscow because the agency was 
planning to assign him there, officials 
have said. ; 

According b) a criminal complaint on 
file in Federal District Court in Albu- 
querque, N.M., Mr. Howard told two 
current employees of the inteUigenoe 
agency a year ago last month that he 
had ''spent Ixairs in the vicinity of the 
Soviet Embassy trying to dedde 
whether to enter the embassy and di^ 
close classified information.** 

An F.B.I. affidavit says the conver- 
sation was held Sqpt. 24, 1984. Four 
days before that; the Government cm>- 
tends, Mr. Howard gave his .inferma- 
ti<m to Soviet offidaU in St. Anton, Aus- 
tria. 

Umter. a CJ.A. 


said today that as a result of that 
versation "action was taken** within 
the agency "and it seemed to be rea- 
sonable action at the time.** He would 
not say what the action was, althcnigh 
an official said the aaency k^ in coe^ 
tact with Mr. Howard after his conver- 
sation with the two C.LA. operatives. 
Mr. Howard lived in New Mexico at the 
time. 

*A Few Blatant Cases* 

The Senate and House intelligence 
Mr. Howard, 33 years old, a former j committees are investigating the han- 


intelligenccv agency officer who is now 
afiigitive, has been charged with espio- 
nage, accused of giving Soviet officials 
details of Ameridki intelligence opera- 
tions in Moscow. Federal officials have 
called the disclosures serious and dam- 

*Bad Mistake,* Senator Says | 
Federal officials said the C.LA. told 


dling of the Howard case. A key issue in 
the study, committee members said, 
will be how the C.LA. and other agen- 
cies deal with employees who leave 
Government service with detailed, 
classii^ed knowledge about sensitive 
programs. 

Another element of the investiga- 
tions will be several recoit espiemage 
cases in which Government officials 
failed to heed warning gig n^ that a cur- 


the F.B.I. nothing about Mr. Howard rmt nr fWrmur t i . 

tills tell hiuwcl oil InteroBAtloo 

from a Soviet defector, Vitaly Yur- “We've had a few blatant /- nmi 
chenko, who ^ beena seolor offiidal where we just didn’t follow through. 

.w. » ^ alarm bells going off,” said 

Remesentatlve Dave hfeCurdv. Demn. 

......A * __ . 


of the K.G.B., the SdviM intel 
a^cy, 

Tlie bureau began surveillanoe of 
Mr. Howard last month, but he slii^ied 
out of hls hcme at night fe believed 
to have fled the country. 

Senator ^trick J. Leahy, the Verw 
mont Democrat who is vice'chaimaan 
of the Select Committee on Intelli- 
gence, said today: "If tbeC.ljiLdidnot 
give the F.B.I. adequate inftxnnatlao 
about this person, that’sa bad mistake. 
It shows very, very serious probleihs 
within the C IJL*’ 


crat of Oklahotna, chalimS of the 
House committee's Subcommittee on 
Oversi^t and Evaluaton. 

In the Howard case, a senior F.B.I. 
official said Mr. Howard's conversa- 
tion with the two C.LA. officers would 
have been sufficient to warrant an in- 
vestigation. 

"Anytime we get information that 
someone has coe^dered such an act, 
we would take some action, ’ * said Phil- 
lip A. Parker, deputy assistant directm* ! 
of the bureau's intelligence dlvisian. 


An intelligence official said tbe 
C.LA.'s decision to handle the mutt er 
internally rather than report it to the 
F:B.L was "a judgment call," adding, 
"If you reported every farita^ that 
people have, you'd have everyone 
under surveillance." 

Law Bars CJ.A. Moves tn U.S. 

The C.LA would not say whether it 
undertook any form of i^uiry after 
Mr. Howard told the two C.LA. em- 
ployees he had considered becoming a 
Sovi^ spy. But Federal -law a 
Pretidentlal executive order prohibit 
the agency from taking any steps in- 
side the United States to investigate 
possible cases of espionage. 

Mr. Howard was one of tens of thou- 
sands of people who retire from Gov- 
emmoit or iixtustry each year after 
holding positi o ns that gave ac>, 
cess to classified materials. More than 
4;3 million people in g Qv e r nTn«mt and 
industry associated with go ver nment 
now have clearances to use 
information. 

Asked what procedures the On trel 
Intelligence Agency uses to monitor 
former employees who . have knowl- 
edge of classified programs, Mr. Laud^ 
er, the agency spokesman, said: "We 
haven't goti any procedures. Once a 
person leaves here, he is John Q. Citl% 
zen, just like you and me. We don’t 
keep a string oxf them. It's strictly an 
F.B.L Edhtter. ** 

Dave Dqrenberger, the Minnesota 
Reimblican who is chairman of the Sen^ 
ate Intelligence Coiitinittee, said his 
panel would also examine the problem 
presented by military officers who re- 
tire with knowledge of classified ma- 
terials. 

Most people with security clearances 
work for the Pentagmi. At the Defense 
Department, L. Britt Snider, director 
of counterintellidence and security 

policy, said: "We don't have any ju^ 
diction of any kind over former exp- 
ployees, whether or not they had clear- 
ances. It's strictly the F.B.I." 

At the F.B.L, Mr, Parker S€dd, "We 
are not concerned about Americaia 
who have had clearances. Wh don't . 
look at these people unless we detect in 
individual involved in espionage." 

Ex-Intelllgence CUeTs Moves 

Senator Leahy said; "I (km't think 
anyone expects the F.B.I. to maintain 
surveillance on the several huxidred 
thousand people who leave the Goverih 
ment each year with security clear- 
ances. But there ere a certain number 
of people in extremely sensitive posf- 
tions, a handful of them, that we oug^t 
to do more with." 

Mr. Leahy said Mr. Howard "cer- 
tainly would have been one of thosp" 
because he held hig^dy sensitive into- 
mation and was being dismissedfolloiit- 
ing a polygraph examinati<m that indl- 
, cated dr^ use and petty thievery, 
i Federal officials. • 


Contmued 
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1 When Adm. Stanafleld M. Tuin^ 
was Director of Central ^****^^“®5£ 
the Carter Admlnistrati^ 
missed, transferred or forced to r^^ 
200 C.I.A. officers who held 
highly sensitive positions. ■ 

: In an interview this ^ 

' that others in the af^^y tad vn^. 
him that “we ran the risk of some of 
iSem selling their i^rmati OT^to ^ 
other side.” He said <Usa^^ 

think my rule should be tot^ r^d^If 
this guy had just been briefed. Id sig 
iS’s stl^ hlni in the Dominican Repubj 
lie or someplace like that for a coqpto 
' of years, until the^ information toy t 
valuable anyinorev’* ■ ' 

Senator Leahy said: “We may nert 
some sort of turkey farm son^ 


C.I.A. officers ought 
agree when they are tl^ Jw 
three years or so after they 
will be subject to the same rules of ^ 
Itrusion as applied when they 
1 govemmern. Make them 
^dom polygraph “laminwom. ^ 
would give them one more toing to 
worry Sout before they turn. 

A C.I.A. official said “it's 
able” that that idea would wt^ ad^ 
that finding 

lem “Is certainly Mmethlng we ^ 
thinking about now.” « . 
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